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St. Luke’s Guesthouse: 
caring for ‘the least of these’

BY SARAH CHAMPAGNE

NEWS CORRESPONDENT

Clergy from several area congrega-
tions gathered at St. Luke’s Guesthouse 
Oct. 4 to learn about a local effort to 
provide shelter for the homeless, and 
how they could help in the effort. 

St. Luke’s Guesthouse, located in 
Southbridge, is the only homeless 
shelter in southern Worcester County. 
It has seven bedrooms and can house 
several families or guests at a time. 
But unfortunately, there is far more 
demand for shelter services than the 
guesthouse can hold. At the time of the 
meeting, there was a waiting list of 20 
people or families. 

Homelessness in the area was pre-
viously addressed by the Southbridge 
Interfaith Hospitality Network (SIHN). 
In the SIHN model, homeless families 
and individuals would spend a week 
at a time at participating churches. 
Volunteers at each church would sup-
port and host the family as they came 
along. At that time, the building that 
is now St. Luke’s Guesthouse, located 
at 141 Main St., was the day center for 
the program. 

In 2009, the interfaith group sought 
a more permanent shelter that would 
not require families to move frequent-
ly. To that end, they founded Grace 
House. However, Grace House closed 
in 2011 and is now the site of a shelter 
for veterans. 

The need for homeless services 
beyond the veteran population 
remains as strong as ever though. 

Around 2012, leaders who were still 
loosely involved with the former work 
of Grace House began to organize a 
renewed effort. Dr. John Howland and 
his wife Susan still had the property 

at 141 Main St., where his medical 
practice is located. They continued 
to be leaders in Christian hospitality 
and sheltering for the homeless in 
town. Pastor Kirsten Nelson Roenfeldt 
of Bethlehem Lutheran Church in 
Sturbridge also became heavily 
involved in finding solutions. She 
founded a group called Next Steps, 
which then formally merged with St. 
Luke’s Guesthouse. 

The current organization is at an 
important stage of creating permanent 
shelter for homeless people in the area. 
The new group has received 501(c)(3) 
status and is now reaching out to the 
local community for support, includ-
ing an open house in early November. 
Along with the 501(c)(3) designation, 
the organization can accept monetary 
and other donations which are tax-de-
ductible for the donor. The organi-
zation also depends on volunteers to 
help out with many tasks. Practical 
help, such as laundry and handyman 
work, are particularly helpful to the 
operation. 

Monetary donations help the shelter 
maintain operations, and to hopefully 
expand to be able to serve the tremen-
dous need in the area. The need is 
expected to become even greater as the 
winter months approach. A moving 
and informative video, shown to the 
visiting clergy, is also available on the 
organization’s website, stlukesguest-
house.wordpress.com. 

When clergy asked what they could 
do to help, Nelson Roenfeldt recom-
mended three things that clergy cold 
do: pray with their congregations for 
the guests of the shelter, provide vol-
unteer support and to encourage dona-
tions. 

For more information about St. 
Luke’s Guesthouse, the upcoming pub-
lic open house, or how you can help, 

you can find St. Luke’s Guesthouse 
on Facebook or call the guesthouse at 
(508) 764-9800. 
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Kitchen and bedrooms create clean living areas for those in need.

Volunteers help the National Guard load 

trucks. 

Over 300 boxes of donations were handed over to the National Guard.The National Guard arrives on Everett Street

NATIONAL GUARD
continued from page    A1

Apple & Agriculture Days
Oct. 14-15, 9:30 am–5:00 pm
Celebrate the harvest and the beau-

tiful New England autumn at the peak 
of fall color. Learn how food makes 
its way from the farm to the dining 
room table. Meet our oxen and see 
multiple teams demonstrate plowing 
and field preparation. Learn more 
about heritage breed animals and talk 
with breeders.

Join our costumed interpreters as 
they harvest apples, potatoes, carrots, 
and beets, conduct garden and root cel-
lar tours and discuss food preparation, 
thresh and winnow grain, and shell 
corn and beans

One of the most popular items of 
the fall harvest is apples. In New 
England, cider making is to autumn 
what maple sugaring is to spring. 
However, 19th-century farmers would 
not recognize the sweet cider we enjoy 
from farm stands today. Cider in the 
1800s was not merely the apple juice, 
but was fermented “squeezings” from 

apples, which meant the cider would 
keep through the spring planting, 
summer heat and into the harvesting 
of the next apple season. Throughout 
the day, our interpreters will be cook-
ing and preserving this special fall 
fruit and operating the ox-powered 
Cider Mill.

HAUNTED by HISTORY: A 
Phantasmagoria

October 18-22 and 25-29
Times: 10:30 am, 11:30 am, 12:30 pm, 

1:30 pm
Cost: Included with regular admis-

sion to the Museum (As always, mem-
bers get in free!) Visit Old Sturbridge 
Village on any Wednesday, Thursday, 
or Friday in October 2017 and save 
BIG with two-for-one adult admission 
(this offer cannot be combined with 
any other discounts).

Old Sturbridge Village pres-
ents Haunted by History: A 
Phantasmagoria, Oct. 18-29 during 
the Village’s regular open hours. 
Guests gather outside the Center 

Meeting House where they meet Dr. 
Lantornia, a mysterious showman 
who promises them he can conjure 
spirits from New England’s past in his 
“Phantasmagoria.” He leads them into 
the darkened meeting house, where 
they participate in a séance, encoun-
tering the ghosts of several New 
England figures who died in the 19th 
century with unfinished business, 
including abolitionist writer Lydia 
Maria Childs, millionaire industrial-
ist Samuel Colt, decorated naval offi-
cer Commodore Mathew Perry, Zerah 
“The Human Calculator” Colburn and 
prison reform activist Dorothea Dix. 
The séance goes awry when we find 
out all is not as it seems and Dr. 
Lantornia has ulterior motives for his 
Phantasmagoria.

OCTOBER SPECIAL: 2-for-1 
Admission for adults on weekdays 
(Wed-Fri) in October!

SPEAKER SERIES: King Philip’s 
Indian War with author Michael 
Tougias

Oct. 26, at 6 p.m. Reception, 7 
p.m. Lecture

$12 ($10 OSV Members)
NY Times bestselling author Michael 

Tougias will give an illuminating slide 
presentation at the Village on the war 
between the colonists and Native 
Americans in 1675-76. Tougias is the 
author of the acclaimed Until I Have 
No Country (A novel of King Philip’s 
War), and co-author with Eric Schultz 
of King Philip’s War: The History and 
Legacy of America’s Forgotten Conflict.

Slides include battle sites, period 
sketches, historic markers, maps, and 
suggestions for visiting road-side his-
tory. Tougias also discusses Native 
strategy during the war and the chal-
lenges of writing a historic novel. 
Former Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs for Massachusetts and mem-
ber of the Wampanoag Tribe, Edith 
Andrews, is quoted on the novel’s back 
cover, commenting that Until I Have 
No Country “captures the essence of 
the Native American.” 

Upcoming events at Old Sturbridge Village


