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Now these three remain faith, hope, and love but the 

greatest of these is love.  1 Corinthians 13:13 

                                                                            
Dear Friends and Families, 

 

I want to give you an update on what’s 

happening at St. Luke’s Guesthouse since last year.  

Over the past several months, guests at the house have 

greatly benefited from our services and community 

involvement. We have provided almost three hundred 

and fifty nights of shelter since December.  We served 

eight individuals including a child under the age of ten 

years old.  It gives me great pleasure to inform you that 

our guests have worked consistently and eagerly with 

our team, each of them continued to provide substantial 

interest in self-sufficiency with their individual goals.   

While staying at the Guesthouse, our guests 

learn to control and manage their money, so it doesn’t 

control them.  It excites me to see our families in action.  

Just recently, one of our former guests saved a 

significant amount of money and was able to purchase a 

use vehicle. Through our program, many individuals 

have made social changes, maintained employment, and 

greatly increased their quality of life.   

There has been a lot of talk in the news lately 

about St. Luke’s Guesthouse and its success in 

completing 5-years since its establishment.  Throughout 

the years, St. Luke’s has increased its ability to help the 

homeless and work toward the day that no one in our 

area is without shelter. We have also fostered amazing 

relationships along the way and are grateful for the 

collaboration of other local organizations.  We look 

forward to the celebration of this 5-year milestone and 

ask that you continue standing beside us as we serve our 

local communities. 

Earlier this year, Mary Jo Mason joined our team 

as our new case manager.  We are thrilled and look 

forward to another productive year filled with 

opportunities, and growth.  Her skills and talents will be 

a great addition to our organization.  St. Luke’s 

Guesthouse is fortunate to have such an awesome team 

who consistently work together and demonstrate a 

strong commitment to achieve successful outcomes.  

 

In Gratitude,  

Marie Smoker 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paying It Forward: Ann’s Story 

Ann (not her real name) was a victim of domestic 

violence.  Feeling unsafe, she fled one evening, 

boarding on a train with just her clothes on her back.  

She booked a room in a hotel and after several 

weeks, Ann came to St. Luke’s Guesthouse.  While 

at the house, she got a job and connected to a 

community church. One day, Ann approached us and 

asked if she could do volunteer work at the church. 

We encourage her by her obvious love and concern 

for others. Ann volunteered at the church baking 

goodies to support a fundraiser, joined in a knitting 

group for families in need and assisted with other 

basic tasks.  Her volunteer work was meaningful for 

her and the congregation. Ann was grateful for the 

help she had received and was paying it forward.  

While staying with us, Ann accomplished her goals, 

found some healing for her emotional wounds, and 

was able to find an affordable and safe place to live.  

 

Life is Tough: David’s Story 

David (not his real name) didn’t know what to do 

and had no place to go after his girlfriend threw 

him out on the streets. He had been homeless 

before but had never stayed in a shelter. David 

came to the Guesthouse feeling anxious but 

hopeful.  

After arriving, David took full advantage of the 

partnerships and resources available to him.  He 

worked, saved his income, earned a promotion at 

work, and even provided support to others at the 

House. 

But David had experienced severe trauma during 

his childhood. His old wounds re-surfaced and the 

emotional pain let David to make a series of poor 

decisions. Unfortunately, he wound up back on the 

streets. Yet, we are ready and willing to help 

support David when he’s ready to start moving 

forward again. Let’s pray he finds the strength to 

get back on track.  
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Finding HOPE/Preventing Eviction 

Thousands of indigent families are struggling 

financially, behind on their rent and at risk of being put 

out on the street. Finding HOPE/Preventing Eviction is an 

outreach program of Friends of St. Luke’s, Inc. in 

partnership with Catholic Charities.  The Finding 

HOPE/Preventing Eviction Program provides housing 

stabilization services necessary to prevent an individual 

or family from moving into an emergency shelter, or a 

place not meant for human habitation.  

Finding HOPE involves case management, 

guidance, and resources to help participants achieve self-

sufficiency. We provide training in money management 

skills, housing/eviction law, addressing needs and 

connecting to community resources. Participants in the 

program can earn up to $1,000 to help them catch up on 

back rent and/or utility bills by completing tasks needed 

to achieve their own self-defined goals.  

 

 

We currently have openings for the Finding 

HOPE program.  If you or someone you know is 

behind on their rent/and or bills call us at 774-230-6416 

to see if you might qualify to join the program.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What Is St. Luke’s Guesthouse? 

Founded in 2017, St. Luke’s is the only 

homeless shelter serving single men, women, and 

families in the fifteen town of southern Worcester 

County. We offer Christian hospitality and support 

empowerment for guests to achieve self-sufficiency. 

  St. Luke’s receives no government funding 

and operates thanks to the generosity of local donors, 

churches, grants from local businesses, United Way 

of South-Central Mass, Greater Worcester 

Community Foundation and St. Vincent’s Healthcare 

Fund. We also collaborate with many other local 

resources in our surrounding community to help 

serve families in need.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did Someone Say…. 

Anniversary???!!! 

 

Meet the following staff: 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Luke’s Guesthouse Celebrates its                           

5th Anniversary. 

 
 

Carrie’s Story 

Carrie’s (not her real name) inspiration is her 

newborn daughter, Kayla, her “pride and joy”.  

Carrie, a single young mother, struggling to make 

ends meet on a small monthly income and limited 

supports, had been out of work due to health 

problems and waiting on SSI eligibility. She was 

behind on her mortgage and utility payments.             

The lenders sent Carrie a notice of possibly losing her 

home. Carrie was in distress and didn’t know what to 

do so she called Finding Hope program. Carrie was 

afraid and at risk of foreclosure.  

 With staff’s guidance and encouragement, 

Carrie applied for RAFT, took immediate steps to 

reduce her losses and maintain her dignity. With 

staff’s help, Carrie implemented special plans to 

make up for missed mortgage payments and get the 

re-payment schedule back on track. She searched for 

assistance from other local resources, learned to 

advocate for herself and worked on a budget plan.  

While receiving case management assistance through 

the Finding Hope program Carrie and Kayla, her 

pride and joy, have been able to stay in her home and 

continue to participate in the Finding HOPE program.   
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